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During the past several months we have continued to work with the Port Authority to get FAA funding 
for airport improvements involving the approach to Runway 26.  As you will recall, the current approach 
is limited due to sight distance and often times Kenmore Airlines has to use the approach to the west 
which increases their costs.  Several local organizations submitted letters of support to the FAA over the 
past week and I have attached a letter from the Chamber as well as a letter that I sent last week.   
 
This week Glenn Cutler and I met with Karen Gustin and her staff to work through a number of details 
about the opening of Hurricane Ridge Road next winter.  There are several federal funding requests that 
are pending so we do not have any final funding in place to open the road seven days a week.  However, 
we discussed a number of related issues including how to market the road being opened additional days 
and how to measure if we are successful in attracting additional visitors as a result of the road opening.  
I believe that marketing will be critical if we are going to show visitor demand to support the continued 
road opening past a three year trial period.  I also believe that we need to complement the road opening 
with other winter activities so that visitors will have other interests to keep them in our community for 
several days.  This might include winter festivals, lighting of additional key buildings, an ice skating 
rink or other new attraction.   
 
The Outdoor Adventure Expo last weekend in Victoria went well and we attracted a lot of interest in our 
booth that was sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce.  Our focus was marketing the many assorted 
outdoor activities throughout the Olympic Peninsula.  We also did a lot of listening to the comments 
from the residents who stopped by our booth.  Many of them have visited this area in the past and shared 
their experiences with us.  Many other attendees are considering a visit and the information that we 
offered seemed to spark their interest.  We are currently reviewing our notes from this activity and in the 
next week we should have some action steps identified on how we can attract additional visitors from 
the Victoria area.   
 
The next week will very busy with three Council meetings over a four day period.  Please call me if you 
have any questions about any of these meetings.   
 
 
- Kent Myers 
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