CiTY MANAGER WEEKLY UPDATE REPORT ~ KENT MYERS
June 11, 2010

Several Councilmembers have recently expressed concerns about the current tag line, “The
Center of It All” used by the Chamber in marketing this area. | recently relayed these concerns
to Russ Veenema at the Chamber and they were discussed at the Chamber Board meeting today.
Following discussion, the Chamber Board has agreed to sponsor a marketing message contest
over the next several months to solicit proposals from the community on a new tag line. Russ
will issue a press release announcing this contest in the near future. Once approved, it is hoped
that this tag line will be used by numerous local groups for marketing our community.

This week | received a call from Karen Gustin, Superintendent for the Olympic National Park
(ONP). She now has a firm commitment from the Department of Interior to fund $250,000 of
the costs for opening Hurricane Ridge Road seven days a week this winter. However, the total
labor cost in order for the ONP to keep the road open is $325,000. Karen wants to know by
August if the local community will be willing to provide the additional $75,000 to move
forward and hire the additional employees needed for this work. This information was reported
to PA Forward this week and they established a sub-committee to work on this funding request.
At the request of Councilmember Kidd, the Chamber has also agreed to assist in this fund
raising effort.

At this week PA Forward also discussed the establishment of new programs that would help
address the needs of local businesses as the result of a recent business survey. The survey
identified ten different areas of concern by local businesses as shown in the attached
spreadsheet. The City and other local agencies have already initiated a number of programs to
address these concerns as noted. PA Forward agreed to establish four different subcommittees
to focus on additional efforts to address the major priorities of our local businesses. These
committees include (1) Buy Local; (2) Winter Tourism/Olympic National Park/Elwah River
Restoration Project; (3) Transportation; and (4) Regulation/Business Financing. Please let me
know if you would like to help with one of these subcommittees.

- Kent Myers
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