
CITY MANAGER WEEKLY UPDATE REPORT  ~ KENT MYERS 
March 19, 2010 
 
 
Due to the length of the City Council meeting last night, I was not able to provide a more detailed report 
on our trip to Washington D.C. earlier this week.  I would like to add several important items to the 
reports that were provided by the Councilmembers who participated in this trip.   
 
First of all, I believe that we made a lot of progress in our efforts to get Hurricane Ridge Road open 
throughout the winter months.  Olympic National Park Superintendent Karen Gustin had provided the 
attached report on the road closure and information was very useful for our discussions.  Congressman 
Dicks’ staff was able to get us a meeting with a key appropriations staff member for the Department of 
Interior and he was receptive to the idea of keeping the road open on an extended schedule for a two or 
three year trial basis.  This will provide an opportunity to see if there is sufficient public demand to keep 
this road opened.  If this is approved, we discussed the possibility of the City embarking on a major 
promotional campaign in Victoria and along the I-5 corridor to market the extended opening of the road.    
 
Another highlight of the trip was the workshops and discussions about improving  local economic 
development efforts.  There were several very informative and dynamic speakers who had recent 
experience with changing their local economies and this information was very timely with our upcoming 
economic development summit.  In addition, our meetings with Port Commissioner Jim McEntire and 
Executive Director Jeff Robb were encouraging as we realized we have a number of similar goals and 
aspirations for improving our local economy. 
 
Finally, we were able to establish that the waterfront improvements included in our appropriations 
request are our highest local priority and will have a dramatic visual impact on our community.  The 
brochure and virtual presentation that Nathan West and his Community & Economic Development staff 
created were a key part in enabling our Congressional delegation and their key staff understand the 
vision of what will take place the next several years with these improvements.   
 
I wanted to make you aware that I will be out of the office most of the day on Monday attending an 
update and discussion with the Department of Ecology on our CSO project.  We are making a lot of 
progress on engineering these improvements and we plan on providing the Council with a progress 
report at your April 20 meeting. 
 
We hope to see you tomorrow for the Governor’s visit and the ribbon cutting for PenPly. 
 
 
- Kent Myers 
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