PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY BOARD
Virtual Meeting
Port Angeles, Washington
September 21, 2022 6:00 pm
CALL TO ORDER:
Chair Andrew Schwab called the regular meeting of the Public Safety Advisory Board to order at 6:02 p.m.
ROLL CALL:
Members Present: Gayle Brauner, Kathleen Graf, John Hauck, Mary Margolis, Michael McGuire, Andrew
Schwab, Evan Brown
Absent: Rochelle Blankenship, Jesse Charles, Autumn Hudgins, Kelsey Lane
Staff Present: Mike Sanders, Assistant Fire Chief; Brian Smith, Police Chief; Catherine Dewey, Secretary
Guests: Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and People guest speakers
Vicki Lowe – Executive Director, American Indian Health Commission for Washington State; Washington
State Women’s Commission; Peninsula Behavioral Health Board of Directors; Washington State Universal
Health Care Commission; Sequim City Council, elected official
Glen Melville -Regional Director of the Eastern Region, Bureau of Indian Affairs

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
Mary Margolis made a motion to accept the May 18th minutes with corrections noted, Michael McGuire
provided a second and the motion passed unanimously.
Michael McGuire made a motion to accept the July 20th minutes with corrections noted, Mary Margolis
provided a second and the motion passed unanimously.
Michael McGuire made a motion to accept the August 17th minutes with corrections noted, Mary Margolis
provided a second and the motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:
PUBLIC HEARINGS/OTHER BUSINESS:
1. Presentation on missing and murdered indigenous women and people by guests Vicki Low and Chief
Glen Melville. Staff introduced the guest speakers to the Board and Vicki Lowe began the
presentation by describing the jurisdictional struggles that are still felt today on reservation land and
that has been a problem since the late 1700s. As land was taken through treaty, the federal
government also passed the Dawes Act where the federal government decided that they had given
too much land back to the Indians, to the tribes, and went back and took half of it. The result of that
is something now known as “checkerboarding” where you have native, reservation land right beside
a piece of land that is not and because of this we see a lot of jurisdictional issues about who is
responsible for crimes when they happen. There have been Supreme court cases and one recently in
Oklahoma that was overturned by another case so these issues can be very complex and certainly
play into the phenomenon of the missing murdered, indigenous women and persons. The Boarding
Schools was another tragedy where the federal government was coming in and taking children from
native families and putting them into boarding schools and sometimes, they would never return
home and if they did, they had suffered horrible abuse. Vicki noted the importance of looking at how

cases were handled and who they were handled by because there was so much confusion still. The
task force was set up to talk about those very issues and is based around the families and survivors.
Glen Melville called in and discussed the 2019 presidential mandate that the BIA start a cold case file
and begin looking into the number of cases on reservations that are unsolved including missing
people, homicides etc. Glen also noted the difficulty of jurisdiction in solving these cases, so they
have partnered with the Department of Justice on the Missing and Murdered Unit (MMU) and are
continuing to expand this unit state and nationwide. They are trying to assist with manpower and
equipment where they can. Chief Smith asked the speakers if they could speak to scope of the issue
and Vicki began by stating that collecting accurate data is very hard, but that murder is the 3 rd
leading cause of death among American Indians, Alaska Native people and American Indian, Alaskan
Native women are 4.2 times more likely to go missing than non-Hispanic white people in Washington
state. Glen noted that within their jurisdiction, exclusive Federal or Tribal jurisdiction, in 2021 they
had 37 confirmed missing and were able to recover 5. In 2022 there were 92 missing and 18
recovered. Mary Margolis asked how the Board can help and the guest speakers said that brining
this topic to meetings just like this and having the conversations is a great place to start.
Vicki Lowe’s presentation enclosed.
STAFF UPDATES:
1. Open Seats on Board- Octavia Smith has stepped down from her seat on the Board and Jesse Charles
expressed his desire to leave the Board and because of his unexcused absences his seat will also be
available, so there are now 2 vacant seats to be filled.
2. Police Department Report – Chief Smith noted that they have had a very active and busy late
summer with tourism, school being out and nice weather. There was a 12-hour incident of barricade
that took place and eventually deployed pepper spray into the building. PD continues to post on
their social media so that the community is aware of big events. There was a high-speed pursuit, a
marked unit tried to pull over a high-speed vehicle but stopped at City Limits. They are seeing a 3fold increase in pursuits in people being noncompliant, crimes against officers is also up 3-fold. PD
deployed a new tool called Data Collect which allows them to drop information, photos, images on a
server in a more secure way. 5 new officers have completed training and 2 still in the process.
3. Fire Department Report – Chief Sanders announced the hiring of Firefighter Paramedic Mintz starts in
October and Port Angeles Fire is currently focused on hiring of the new Fire Chief.
DISCUSSION AND POTENTIAL ACTION:
REPORTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS:
1. Michael McGuire – After his ride along experience he is realizing that Port Angeles has a lot of
“carrots” that draw people to the area in terms of social services, and in addition to that the legal
restrictions that Washington State has enforced have hindered law enforcement’s ability to deter
and pursue criminal acts. Michael believes asking that a misdemeanor be enforced for drug
violations so that the individual could be jailed, and they would have access to 2 services: The
REdisCOVERY team as well as a rehab. Asking for City Council to take a stance towards our District
Representatives and Congressman letting them know publicly that that decisions being made there
are affecting us locally in a negative way. Conversation ensued.
Michael McGuire made a motion that The PSAB advise the PA City Council to take a public stance
with district 24 legislative delegation on the negative effects that the current drug possession law has
had on the city of Port Angeles and its residents and that the Port Angeles City Council request our

District Representatives and Congressman to enact a state drug misdemeanor law that can be
enforced. Mary Margolis provided a second to that motion and a roll call vote followed:
1)
Gayle Brauner - Yay
2)
Evan Brown - Yay
3)
Kathleen Graf – Yay
4)
John Hauck – Yay
5)
Mary Margolis - Yay
6)
Michael McGuire - Yay
7)
Andrew Schwab – Yay
2. Gayle asked that I include the video of the August 1st meeting and the reading material that was shared
with the group. Gayle also thanked Chief Smith and Deputy Chief Viada for helping organize the
speakers on tonight’s topic.
Kathleen Graf – Thanked the guests for all of the work on the reports for tonight

ADJOURNMENT:
Chair Schwab made a motion to adjourn at 8:08 and Michael McGuire provided a second. The
motion passed unanimously.
The next Scheduled PSAB Meeting October 19th, 2022

Guest Speaker Vicki Lowe provided her PowerPoint and resources below:
Link to the MMIWP Taskforce report to the legislature:
MMIWP Interim Report 2022.pdf (agportal-s3bucket.s3.amazonaws.com)
More information about the Taskforce can be found on the Attorney General’s website:
Washington State Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and People Task Force | Washington State

Board member Gayle Brauner provided further information on the topic below:
MMIWP Interim Report 2022:
https://agportals3bucket.s3.amazonaws.com/uploadedfiles/Another/News/Press_Releases/MMIWP%20Interim%
20Report%202022.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3FAM278VzAB9y4w9YlPvrT3qo6xRq_kfDFJgapMRM
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and People Task Force:
https://tvw.org/video/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women-and-people-task-force-2022081044/

Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Person
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American Indian Health Commission for
Washington State
Presented By Vicki Lowe, Executive Director, AIHC

About Us

American Indian Health Commission
for Washington State

Pulling Together for Wellness
We are a Tribally-driven, non-profit
organization providing a forum for
the twenty-nine tribal governments
and two urban Indian health
programs in Washington State to
work together to improve health
outcomes for American Indians and
Alaska Natives.
Copyright © 2019 American Indian Health Commission. All rights reserved.

Land Acknowledgement
I would like to begin by acknowledging that as we gather today, we are
all on the ancestral homelands of indigenous people. Where I live, that
is the S’Klallam People, who have lived on these lands from time
immemorial. Please join me in expressing our deepest respect and
gratitude for our indigenous neighbors, the S’Klallams and other Salish
people, for their enduring stewardship and protection of our shared
lands and waterways.
nəxʷsƛ̕áy̕əm̕(new-skly-um) means S’Klallam.
The S’Klallams are the Strong People.

Historical Issues Behind
Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and
Persons
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THE MARSHALL TRILOGY
• Johnson v. M’Intosh (1823) ruling used the Discovery Doctrine to
establish the nature of Indian title. Upon “discovery” the
Indians had lost “their rights to complete sovereignty, as
independent nations,” only retaining a “right of occupancy” in
their lands.
• Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831) held that the tribe was not a
foreign nation, rather a "domestic dependent nation" subject to
the sovereignty of the United States federal government.

• Worcester v. Georgia (1832) ruled that tribal sovereign powers
were not relinquished when Indian tribes exchanged land for
peace and protection.
“The Indian nations had always been considered as distinct,
independent, political communities, retaining their original natural
rights, as the undisputed possessors of the soil, from time
immemorial…” Worcester v. Georgia, 31 U.S. 515, 559 (1832)
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Tribal Reservations
and
“Checkerboarding”
Dawes Act (1887) abolished
group title and allotted Tribal
reservations into 80- or 160acre parcels per Tribal
household. Excess lands were
sold to non-Indians.
• 65% of traditional land base
lost – not enough to
support Tribal hunting and
gathering
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Impacts of Boarding Schools
on Indigenous People, Families and Communities

Getting Washington State to the Table:

TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY IN
PRACTICE
AUTHORITY TO GOVERN

Sovereignty ensures control over the future of
the tribes and encourages preservation of tribal
culture, religions, and traditional practices.
Tribes have the authority to, among other
things, govern their people and their land;
define their own tribal membership criteria;
create tribal legislation, law enforcement and
court systems; and to impose taxes in certain
situations.
Building Bridges for the New Millennium: Government to Government
Implementation Guidelines, May 18, 2000

Questions?
Thank you!
American Indian Health
Commission for Washington
State

Vicki Lowe
Executive Director
vicki.lowe.aihc@outlook.com
Dragonfly baskets by
Bobbie Bush, Chehalis

